
Week 2: Lifestyle evangelism

When we initially think about evangelism methods, and how to share our faith with others, 
we are immediately drawn to “proclamation”. This word is defined as to “announce or 
declare publicly or officially”, and we find it all over the New Testament, from the ministry 
of Jesus onwards through Acts. But is this the only true method by which the Lord desires us
to share our faith? And in 2022, is it actually always the most helpful? Throughout my 
Christian life I’ve been involved in many missions: in large marquees erected in public parks, 
in street work, beach mission, radio and TV work. I’ve marched for Jesus through the centre 
of cities in the 1980s, and worked in support of big name preachers who had been booked 
to come to town and preach to the unsaved – everyone from Billy Graham through Gerald 
Coates to J John. Massive projects with huge budgets, all designed to proclaim the Good 
News and bring people to Christ. But in 2022 these types of events are much less common. 
Has something changed?

Discussion questions:

 Why do you think there aren’t as many “missions” as there used to be?
 When you see someone preaching in the street, what impression do you get, both of

the preacher and the Gospel?

Lifestyle evangelism has been popular since the 1990s, and many Western Christians have 
sought to share their faith through their lifestyle in addition to their verbal testimony. In 
contrast with other methods such as tracts, crusades, and media-based outreach, popular in
the mid-twentieth century, lifestyle evangelism focuses on building relationships with one 
person at a time. Through friendship, opportunities arise to share the gospel.

Discussion questions:

 How might your lifestyle be an effective method of evangelism?
 What are the drawbacks or pitfalls of lifestyle evangelism?

Read Acts 2: 36-41. What sort of evangelism is this? What was the result?
Read Acts 2: 42-47. This is a description of the earliest Christian fellowship. 

1. What effect did this fellowship have evangelistically? (see verse 47)
2. What activities of the fellowship in this passage would make people want to become 

Christians?



3. What might have impressed and attracted non-Christians in the following verses?
a. Verse 43
b. Verse 44-45
c. Verse 46
d. Verse 47

Let’s take these one at a time and apply them to our modern witness.

a) The ministry of the Spirit was encouraged without fear or hesitation. Read Acts 
5:12-16. What effect does this have on people in verse 13,  both negatively and 
positively? What effect does it have in verse 14? What was it that drew such 
crowds in 15-16?

b) The Christians adopted a whole new lifestyle, characterised by sharing and 
integrity. Read Matthew 5:15-17. What does Jesus teach us to do here, and what 
will be the result?

c) The Christian life was not followed in isolation, but in fellowship with other 
Christians. Why did they meet both in their homes, and also in public in the 
temple courts?

d) What emotions characterised the Christians in 46-47, and how did it make 
people react to them?

Now let’s see what Peter, proclaimer of that first amazing message in Acts 2, has to teach us
in his 1st letter:

Read 1 Peter 2: 11-17.

a) In verse 11, what is our place in society?
b) In verse 12, what are we advised to do in order to share our faith?
c) In 13-15, why should we live under the authority of our society or nation? How 

will this benefit our witness?
d) What are the features of a Christian lifestyle in verses 16-17? How might each of 

the features here (I’ve counted 7 in total!) influence our non-Christian friends?

Finally, let’s be very clear that Lifestyle Evangelism is not an alternative to the proclamation 
of the Gospel, but must go hand in hand with it. Read Acts 5: 18-21a. What did the angel 
instruct the imprisoned apostles to do upon their release? 

Conclusion

Have you ever had the amazing privilege of leading someone to a commitment to Jesus? If 
so you will know that everything hangs on us sharing the Gospel message of salvation and 
inviting a response in prayer and commitment. But in order for us to get to that point of 
decision with a person, we must first have demonstrated, possibly over months or even 
years, the lifestyle of a Christian. It is our integrity that impresses people and attracts them 
to Jesus, not just our words. The Spirit works in and through us to achieve this. If it’s all 
about words then evangelism is just about telling people what to do. And in 2022 nobody 
likes being told what to do…


