
Week 3: Servant Evangelism

Often the word evangelism brings to mind a dynamic person speaking to large crowds about
Jesus and giving an invitation for salvation. Some evangelists do speak to large, public 
crowds, but the truth is there are many approaches to evangelism and many different 
strategies. Servant evangelism is sharing God’s love by simply serving others in practical 
ways without asking for or expecting anything in return. 

Discussion questions:

 Does this idea of serving others in the name of Jesus appeal to you? If so, why? Of 
not, why not?

 What do we have to gain from serving others? What do we have to lose?
 What are the benefits and potential drawbacks to this type of evangelism?

Let’s find out what the Word has to say about it:

Read Galatians 5: 13-14.
 What are we encouraged to do in verse 13?
 In verse 14, everything we do should be based on which simple command?

Read Galatians 6:9-10. 
 What do these verses encourage us to do? 
 Who are we called to serve through good deeds?

Jesus himself is the ultimate example to us of servant ministry. Let’s chase this thread 
through scripture:

Read Philippians 2:5-11. 
 What role did Jesus take on when he came to earth (verse7)?
 What qualities do we need in order to be like Jesus and serve one another (verse 8)?
 What happens to those who humble themselves when they come into God’s 

Kingdom (verse 9)?

Jesus spoke about and demonstrated servant ministry in the Gospels:

Read Matthew 20: 25-28. 
 What does Jesus say that He came to Earth to do (verse 28)?
 How do we become great in God’s Kingdom (verses 26-27)?
 What is the ultimate act of service that Jesus has done for us all?



Read John 13:3-5, & 12-15.
 What is the significance of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples? Would it be the 

same act if he washed their hands instead?
 Who would normally wash someone else’s feet in the time and culture of Jesus?
 What clear instruction are we given in verse 14? What modern acts of service might 

we substitute for actual foot-washing in our modern society?

Our acts of servant evangelism could be quite simple:
Read Mark 9:41. 

 Interestingly, who is giving water to whom in this verse?
 Should we extend such small acts of kindness to non-believers, or just our 

fellowship?
 What is the consequence of such an act in God’s Kingdom?

Speaking of the consequences of acts of kindness, read Matthew 25: 34-40
 In this passage, do the believers have any sense of entitlement towards God’s 

reward for their service?
 Do they even remember performing acts of kindness?
 When we help one another, who does Jesus tell us that we are truly serving?

Servant evangelism takes no account of the social order. Read Ephesians 6: 5-9
 In verse 7, who are we truly serving when we do good things for people?
 What does verse 9 teach us about those who have power over others?

Serving is a spiritual gift (look it up in 1 Corinthians 12: 28 if you have time!), but unlike 
some gifts it is one that all of us can receive and use for God’s glory.
Read Ephesians 4:11-13. 

 Who are those in verse 12 who are prepared for “works of service”?
 Who are those who prepare them (verse 11)?
 What is the benefit of servant ministry for us?

Finally, let’s read 1 Peter 4:7-11, which speaks of various forms of Christian service.
 What is the act of service in verse 7?
 What is the act of service in verse 8?
 Verse 9?
 In verse 11, are these works of service done in our own strength? What are their 

purpose?

Conclusion 

Like lifestyle evangelism, servant evangelism means nothing on its own. But it has the 
potential to soften people’s hearts, enabling them to hear and receive the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Engaging in servant evangelism puts Christians in situations where the Holy Spirit can 
minister through them – without a servant heart we will not see healing or deliverance, 
repentance or conversion. Our message is seen in our service.


