
Week 4: Friendship Evangelism

Some people might say that this week’s method of sharing our faith, friendship evangelism, 
seems almost identical to lifestyle evangelism and servanthood. But I would like to go 
deeper this week, beyond mere encounters with people, beyond doing nice things for 
strangers. This week we are talking about developing friendships. Friendship is one of the 
most powerful bonds between people, leads to deep long lasting relationships, and brings 
out that highest of virtues in us – loyalty. 

Discussion questions:

How hard or easy do you find it to make friends? What makes it hard sometimes?
In your circle of friends, how many of them are what you would call really close friends?
What are the features of close friendship? How do such friendships enrich your life?
Have you any lifelong friends who have been with you since childhood?
Do you ever fall out with your friends? If so, how do you patch it up? Have there been times 
when this has failed and you have lost them?
How many of your friends are Christians? Is it healthy if all your friends are Christians? Is it 
healthy if none of them are Christians?

The importance of being friendly

Jesus teaches us that we must influence our society using Kingdom values, using metaphors 
of salt and yeast:
Read Matthew 5:13. What does salt bring when mixed with other ingredients? What effect 
does the absence of salt have on a dish, or within a community?
Read Matthew 13:33. In this parable, what is the yeast? What is the flour? What is the effect
of the yeast on the dough? What is the effect of a Christian in a secular community?
If we are to be salt or yeast, what does this tell us about friendships with non-Christians?

Jesus practised friendship with all sorts of people

Read Matthew 11:18-19. In verse 19, to whom is Jesus a friend? What is the difference 
between the ministries of Jesus and John the Baptist?
Read John 4:4-26. It is unusual for a Jewish man to speak with a Samaritan woman. What 
does this tell you about the way Jesus approaches friendships? What does he do that shows 
the woman friendship? What does he not do that demonstrates friendship towards her?
Read John 2:1-3. What does this event, early in Jesus’ ministry, demonstrate about his 
attitude towards social gatherings?



Friendship with Jesus goes deep

Read John 15: 12-15. How should we feel about our friends? How far might true friendship 
take us?
In verse 15, what is it that transforms a servant into a friend?
Read John 19:25-27. Who is “the disciple whom Jesus loved?” Why do you think He loved 
this one in particular? What does Jesus ask of his friend here? What does this tell us about 
friendship with Jesus?

However: we need to be wary

Scripture warns us repeatedly to be wary of those who are not in the Kingdom, lest they 
drag us down. For instance, read 1 Corinthians 1:18. 
Paul takes it further in 2 Corinthians 6: 14. What is the warning for us here?
Peter gives us advice to overcome this problem. Read 1 Peter 3: 13-17. In this passage, what
are we encouraged to do? What are we encouraged to not do?
Read Matthew 10:14. What does Jesus tell us we should do if our offer of friendship is 
refused or opposed?

Spiritual maturity brings strength and wisdom

As we progress on our Christian walk we grow mature and strong, equipped for Kingdom 
service. Read Ephesians 4: 14-15. This gives us the ability to be yeast, to befriend non-
Christians without our faith becoming threatened.
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. Providing we are mature in our faith, what does Paul’s example 
here suggest that we do in society? 

Even Paul had friendship issues

Here he is falling out with his best friend Barnabas. Read Acts 15: 36-41. What was the issue 
here, who is involved, and what can it teach us about our relationships?

Conclusion

I believe that friendship evangelism is one of the best methods of sharing our faith with 
others. If you have a true friend, then trust and loyalty has developed between you over 
time. If you love them, invite them to share what you have. Invite them to come to church 
with you. If they are your friend then they will come out of love and they won’t judge you 
for it. They might not wish to pursue a faith in Jesus, but if they are truly your friend then 
they will not hold against you your efforts to share your faith. Rather they will be glad that 
you wanted to share something with them that is so precious to you. Never be 
disheartened, keep on loving no matter what.


