
Week 5: In the world but not of the world

The Christian message is all about God’s love for us, setting us free from captivity and 
making us friends of Jesus and children of the Father. Accepting this amazing gift of grace 
starts a whole new way of life for each one of us, as we become “citizens of heaven”. We 
have a sure inheritance set aside for us, which brings us much happiness and security. But 
for the remainder of our earthly lives we remain here, living according to Kingdom values in 
a world containing both good and evil.

Discussion questions:

 Surely the world is not such a bad place? What are the best things in life for you?
 Think of some of the things that make this world a bad place to be, a place worth 

leaving behind one day.
 So what makes the evil in the world? Is it all down to humanity, or are there other 

factors to consider?

When Jesus speaks of “this world”, this is what he says:

 Read John 12:31, and 16:11. Who is the “prince of this world”?
 Read John 18:36. What is the Kingdom that Jesus refers to?
 Read 1 John 5: 18-20. Who controls the world, according to verse 19?
 What has the Son of God achieved for us in verse 20? How does this verse and verse 

19 describe a Christian’s relationship with God?
 If we believe in Jesus, what does verse 18 promise that God will do for us?
 At the beginning of verse 18, what hugely significant lifestyle change occurs when we

give our lives to Jesus?

Believers in Jesus Christ are simply in the world—physically present—but not of it, not part 
of its values. 

Read John 17: 14-15. Jesus is praying for his followers. Do we belong to this world? 
Then why do you think Jesus says that we must remain in it?

We must also understand that being in the world, but not of it, is necessary if we are to be a 
light to those who are in spiritual darkness. We are to live in such a way that those outside 
the faith see our good deeds and our manner and know that there is something “different” 
about us. So this requires strength and commitment on our part, but as we have seen in this
Lent course, evangelism is the work of the Holy Spirit – we are not alone.



Read Romans 12:1-2. 

 What are we called to do in verse 1? What is our motivation to do it?
 We often think of worship simplistically as singing and praying. What constitutes 

worship in verse 1?
 What is the goal of true worship, according to verse 1?
 In verse 2, how should we live in this fallen world?
 Some people are wary about being “born again”. How is our mind transformed? 

Does this mean we are brainwashed in some way? Of not, what changes? 
 Is this transformation a one time experience, or is it a process?
 How does this transformation of our mind affect our relationship with God? 
 Can anyone share how this transformation has taken place so far in their lives?

Read 1 Corinthians 5: 17. What from your former life have you left behind since becoming a 
Christian?

Read Matthew 6: 19-21. How are heavenly treasures better than earthly ones?

Read Philippians 3:7-14. How does Paul regard the things of the world here, compared to 
knowing Jesus? What is the ultimate goal that drives him?

We know little of what lies in store for us after we leave this world, but we find a tantalising 
glimpse in Revelation 21: 3-4. What does God promise here for those who believe?

But we still live here, in this fallen world. Though Satan is a beaten force, he is still a 
significant presence. He continues to infiltrate and corrupt the minds and hearts of 
humanity. Read 2 Corinthians 4:4. What has Satan done to those who have not found Jesus?

Conclusion

If Jesus has led us into this wonderful new way of life, with a promise of salvation for all 
eternity, how can we not share it? We are led back to the passage from Romans that we 
studied in week 1: read Romans 10: 13-14. Spend a few moments in prayer together, asking 
God for boldness, for confidence, and for His Spirit to work in and through us to proclaim 
the message of Jesus to everyone we can.


